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The Unreliable People
Rosetta Allan

Available
PRH New Zealand
$33.60
Fiction

Three generations after the deportation of the Koryo-Saram
from Russia, Antonina, a descendant of this exiled population,
is fighting to discover her identity. While studying at the
Academy of Art in St. Petersburg, she yearns to understand
the events that impacted her ancestors while channeling this
exploration of mythology through her art. With roots in three
countries—Korea, Russia and Kazakhstan—The Unreliable People
is a bold novel steeped in history that explores intergenerational
trauma and the lasting impact of displacement and loss.

The Testaments
Margaret Atwood

September 10, 2019
McClelland & Stewart
$34.00
Fiction

Acclaimed author Margaret Atwood joins the Vancouver
Writers Fest this fall to discuss her forthcoming title, The
Testaments. In this brilliant sequel to The Handmaid’s Tale, she
answers the questions that have tantalized readers for decades.
When the van door slammed on Offred’s future at the end
of The Handmaid’s Tale, readers had no way of telling what
lay ahead. With The Testaments, the wait is over. Margaret
Atwood’s sequel picks up the story fifteen years after Offred
stepped into the unknown, with the explosive testaments of
three female narrators from Gilead.

We, the Survivors
Tash Aw
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September 3, 2019
Hamish Hamilton
$24.95
Fiction

In Man Booker long-listed author Tash Aw’s newest book,
a murderer’s confession reveals the harsh realities of social
inequality. Though booming economies across Asia promise
wealth and success, Ah Hock—an ordinary and uneducated
worker from a Malaysian fishing village—remains trapped in
extreme poverty. Poignant, empathetic and devastating, Aw
turns his pen to today’s Everyman, exploring modern systemic
injustices that push one to take desperate action.

Bunny

Mona Awad

Available
Hamish Hamilton
$29.95
Fiction

From the acclaimed author of 13 Ways of Looking at a Fat Girl
comes a spellbinding tale set in the halls of a small university
that explores just how far some are willing to go for creativity.
Although Samantha Mackey began her MFA repelled by
members of her cohort—a group of close-knit rich girls who call
each other ‘Bunny’—she soon becomes enchanted by them when
she receives an invitation to their fabled ‘Smut Salon.’ Samantha
quickly becomes intertwined with the mysterious Bunny cult,
sharing their strange, saccharine world of creativity and a dark
desire for acceptance.

Whose Water is it, Anyway?
Maude Barlow

September 3, 2019
ECW Press
$19.50
Nonfiction

Called “one of our planet’s greatest water defenders” by Naomi
Klein, renowned water justice activist Maude Barlow tackles
water protection in Whose Water is it, Anyway? Through
recounting her own education in water issues, Barlow explains
the Blue Communities Project and its straightforward approach
to water protection and conservation. Concluding with a
step-by-step guide to making your own community blue, this
book is a heartening example of how ordinary people can effect
enormous change.

The Idiot
Elif Batuman

Available
Penguin Books
$23.00
Fiction

A finalist for the 2018 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction as we all as
a New York Times best book of the year, Elif Batuman’s The
Idiot is a portrait of the artist as a young woman who not only
discovers but also invents herself. In 1995, Selin, the daughter
of Turkish immigrants, begins her first semester at Harvard
where she befriends a charismatic and worldly classmate and
begins an email correspondance with an older mathematics
student from Hungary. When she goes abroad for her first
summer to the Hungarian countryside, she comes to grips with
the ineffable and exhilarating confusion of first love, and with
the growing consciousness that she is doomed to become a
writer.
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NDN Coping Mechanisms
Billy-Ray Belcourt

September 3, 2019
House of Anansi
$19.95
Poetry

The follow-up to the Griffin Poetry Prize-winning collection,
This Wound is a World, Billy-Ray Belcourt’s latest work is
a genre-bending exploration of Indigenous and queer social
worlds. Employing poetry, prose and visual art, NDN Coping
Mechanisms illuminates the oft-hidden truths of these worlds
while experimenting with the intersections of form and
practice. This collection challenges mainstream ideals while
displaying Belcourt’s talent, brilliance and wit in a spectacularly
candid study of NDN possibility.

Fresh Pack of Smokes
Cassandra Blanchard

Dissecting herself and the transient life she once knew,
including time spent in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside as
a bonafide drug addict, Cassandra Blanchard writes plainly
about violence, drug use and sex work in Fresh Pack of Smokes,
offering insight into an often overlooked and misunderstood
world.
Available
Nightwood Editions
$18.95
Poetry

Imaginary Friend
Stephen Chbosky
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October 1, 2019
Hachette Book Group CA
$38.00
Fiction, Horror

A light to teenagers who discovered his now-bestselling and
movie-adapted modern classic, The Perks of Being a Wallflower,
Stephen Chbosky has jumped into a new genre, of literary
horror, with aplomb. Christopher is a 7-year-old new kid
in a small town who—after disappearing—has one obsessive
motivation: Build a treehouse in the woods by Christmas, or his
mother and everyone in the town will never be the same again.
Readers of The Perks will know how quickly one can fall for this
author’s characters. Expect to be dazzled again.

Greenwood
Michael Christie

September 24, 2019
McClelland & Stewart
$35.00
Fiction

Set against the background of ecological collapse, Michael
Christie’s immersive intergenerational saga moves between
the Dust Bowl of 1930s and 2038. While working as a tour
guide in one of the planet’s last remaining forests, Jake
Greenwood discovers a clue to the past, leading to an expansive
family history. Illuminating our tangled relationships with
our environment and with one another, Greenwood is a deft
exploration of unshakeable family narratives and how we are
moved by reverberations from our pasts.

Watching You Without Me
Lynn Coady

September 24, 2019
House of Anansi
$22.95
Fiction

After years keeping her family at arm’s length, the sudden loss
of her mother brings Karen home to Nova Scotia, to act as a
full-time caregiver to her older sister, who was born with a
developmental disability. Overcome with grief and isolation,
Karen forms an intense friendship with one her sister’s support
workers, Trevor. Only once he’s embedded into her life does
Karen realize Trevor’s true nature and the dark side of his
“care.” Scotiabank Giller Prize-winning author Lynn Coady’s
latest work is as creepy as it is compelling.

The Daughter’s Tale

Armando Lucas Correa

Available
Simon & Schuster CA
$36.00
Fiction, Historical

This heart-wrenching tale of memory, survival and war steeps
readers in 1939 Berlin and 2015 New York. When 80-year-old
Elise Duval is confronted with letters written by her mother
during World War II, she begins to unearth secrets of a past she
forced herself to forget. A chronicle that is both poignant and
redemptive, The Daughter’s Tale is an immersive family saga that
explores a hidden piece of history and the endless lengths that a
mother will go to protect her children.
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Breaching the Peace
Sarah Cox

Available
UBC Press
$24.95
Nonfiction

From award-winning journalist Sarah Cox comes the inspiring
and astonishing story of the farmers and First Nations who
fought the most expensive megaproject in BC history and the
government-sanctioned bullying that propelled it forward.
Winner of a 2019 BC Book Prize, Breaching the Peace: The
Site C Dam and a Valley’s Stand against Big Hydro stands as a
much-needed cautionary tale during an era when concerns
about global warming have helped justify a renaissance of
environmentally irresponsible hydro megaprojects around the
world.

Rebent Sinner
Ivan Coyote

An examination of what it means to be trans and non-binary
today from one of North America’s most lauded storytellers,
Rebent Sinner is at once deeply personal and powerfully political.
Ivan Coyote speaks candidly, attentive not only to the struggles
of resisting TERFs, misgendering and prejudice, but also to the
many joys and occasions for hope. Rebent Sinner is a testament
to both the resiliency and diversity of humanity.
October 1, 2019
Arsenal Pulp Press
$19.95
Nonfiction

The Innocents
Michael Crummey
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August 27, 2019
Doubleday Canada
$32.95
Fiction

When their parents tragically perish, a young brother and sister
are orphaned in an isolated cove on Newfoundland’s northern
coastline. Armed with only a small boat and the bare knowledge
passed onto them by their parents, their survival depends
thier loyalty to one another. As the years pass and they grow
into themselves, this loyalty is tested. The latest work from
award-winning author Michael Crummey is an immersive
investigation into the bond between siblings.

Dunk Tank
Kayla Czaga

This imaginative collection examines a young woman’s coming
of age, exploring the multitude of relationships that both impact
and are impacted by one’s sense of self and the strangeness of
aging. Intensely metaphoric and at times darkly comical, Kayla
Czaga writes about her (unclear) role in the world and shares
the moments that exist between childhood and the sudden
plunging into adult life.
Available
House of Anansi
$19.95
Poetry

Breaking the Ocean
Annahid Dashtgard

Available
House of Anansi
$22.95
Memoir

Annahid Dashtgard was born into a supportive mixed-race
family in 1970s Iran. Then came the 1979 Islamic Revolution,
which ushered in a powerful and orthodox religious regime.
Her family was forced to flee their homeland, immigrating to a
small town in Alberta, Canada. As a young girl, Dashtgard was
bullied, shunned, and ostracized by both her peers at school and
adults in the community. Breaking the Ocean introduces a unique
perspective on how racism and systemic discrimination result
in emotional scarring and ongoing PTSD. It is a wake-up call
to acknowledge our differences, offering new possibilities for
healing and understanding through the revolutionary power of
resilience.

It’s a Big Deal!
Dina Del Bucchia

Teeming with her usual sharp wit and humour, Dina Del
Bucchia’s It’s a Big Deal! takes a magnifying glass to topics
considered just that in the 21st century. From clothing trends
to avocado toast, Instagram to rejection, this collection
interrogates the ways in which we interpret and react to
modern life. Honest, wry and acerbic, her poems reflect what it
means to be alive today.
Available
Talonbooks
$16.95
Poetry
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Empire of Wild
Cherie Dimaline

September 17, 2019
Random House CA
$29.95
Fiction

One of Canada’s most celebrated authors, whose YA-crossover
hit The Marrow Thieves won countless awards and accolades
including being selected as a finalist in the CBC Canada
Reads competition, Cherie Dimaline’s new novel is already
garnering much excitement. Empire of Wild is a propulsive,
stunning and sensuous novel inspired by the traditional Métis
story of the Rogarou—a werewolf-like creature that haunts the
roads and woods of Métis communities. The emotional depth
of this novel is rivaled only by how quickly you’ll want to turn
the pages.

Akin

Emma Donoghue

September 10, 2019
HarperCollins CA
$32.99
Fiction

The bestselling author of Room is back with a brilliant tale of
love, loss and family. When retired professor Noah’s trip to
France is interrupted with the news that he must temporarily
house his great-nephew, life changes in ways he could never
have imagined. As the two travel-mates struggle through age
difference and jet lag in an unknown city, they unpack not only
their suitcases but also their stories. An emotional tale, Akin
explores how the pain of the past can be remedied with love and
newfound connection.

A Mind Spread Out on the Ground
Alicia Elliott
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Available
Doubleday Canada
$25.00
Nonfiction essays

Intensely personal, critical and visceral, A Mind Spread Out
on the Ground is Alicia Elliott’s attempt to answer urgent
questions that surround the treatment of Indigenous people
in North America. Exploring topics such as parenthood, race,
sexual assault and representation, Elliott grounds her writing
in personal experience and moves outwards, encapsulating
the connections between the personal and the public. Offering
indispensable insight, this work of nonfiction and memoir is a
necessary read that illuminates the pain of the nation’s present
while offering a powerful picture of a better future.

The Difference
Marina Endicott

September 3, 2019
Knopf Canada
$32.95
Fiction

From the award-winning author of Good to a Fault and The
Little Shadows, Marina Endicott’s The Difference revels in
questions about the moral complexity of the world and our
place within it. Set on the Morning Light—a ship from Nova
Scotia sailing the South Pacific in 1912—this vivid, immersive
saga follows the journeys of Thea and Kay, two half-sisters
whose relationship, and adventures, highlight the consequences
of differences—of classes, cultures and continents.

Dream Sequence
Adam Foulds

Though already a popular television star, Henry Banks sets
his sights on a serious film career—and is willing to remake
himself completely in order to do so. As his obsession with
fame deepens, so do the ambitions of an unstable fan seeking to
achieve her own goal. A moving depiction of desire, delusion
and the unsettling consequences of fame, Dream Sequence asks
how far one is willing to go for celebrity status and adoration.
Available
Biblioasis
$19.95
Fiction

Dictionary
of the
Undoing
John
Freeman

November 12, 2019
Raincoast Books
$20.50
Nonfiction

Dictionary of the Undoing
John Freeman

From longtime friend of the Festival and editor of Freeman’s
comes Dictionary of the Undoing, a necessary, resounding cri
de coeur in defense of language, meaning, and our ability to
imagine, describe, and build a better world. From A to Z,
“Agitate” to “Zygote,” John Freeman assembled the words that
felt most essential, most potent, and began to build a case for
their renewed power and authority, each word building on the
last. The message that emerged was not to retreat behind books,
but to emphatically engage in the public sphere, to redefine
what it means to be a literary citizen.
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Talking to Strangers
Malcolm Gladwell

September 10, 2019
Hachette Book Group CA
$36.99
Nonfiction

Malcolm Gladwell, host of the podcast Revisionist History
and #1 bestselling author of The Tipping Point, Blink, Outliers,
David and Goliath, and What the Dog Saw, offers a powerful
examination of our interactions with strangers—and why they
often go wrong. Talking to Strangers is a classically Gladwellian
intellectual adventure, a challenging and controversial
excursion through history, psychology, and scandals taken
straight from the news. Immerse yourself in the latest from one
of the great thinkers of our time.

A Thousand Small Sanities

Adam Gopnik

Available
Hachette Book Group CA
$36.50
Nonfiction

Liberalism is under attack from all sides. In this series of sharp
essays, New York Times bestselling author and New Yorker
staff writer Adam Gopnik returns to the roots of liberalism
and examines why both the Left and the Right have come
to hold the concept in contempt. Gopnik’s arguments are as
exhilarating as they are intelligent, and he launches compelling
defense of liberalism—and why its values are more relevant and
restorative than ever before.

Murdered Midas
Charlotte Gray
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September 24, 2019
HarperCollins CA
$33.99
Nonfiction

Charlotte Gray is undoubtedly one of Canada’s best-known
writers, and the author of 10 acclaimed books of literary
nonfiction. Who better to tell the story, then, of the infamous
Sir Harry Oakes: gold mining tycoon, philanthropist and the
“richest man in the Empire” who was murdered on an island
paradise in 1943. Delving into the layers of mystery behind
the crime, Gray explores the life of Oakes, and the bungled
investigation about his demise. Vivid and compelling, it’s a
remarkable foray into a world of power and influence.

The Arrangement
Robyn Harding

July 30, 2019
Simon & Schuster CA
$36.00
Fiction, Thriller

Robyn Harding knows plot. The USA Today bestselling author
of The Party and Her Pretty Face offers us another spine-tingling,
gripping read in The Arrangement—a tale of sex, obsession
and murder. It follows Natalie: a young art student in NYC
struggling to pay the bills—until she finds love with Gabe—a
man 30 years her senior who already has a family. When he
ends things, what was supposed to be a mutually beneficial
arrangement devolves into a nightmare of deception, obsession,
and, when a body is found near Gabe’s posh Upper East Side
apartment, murder. Clear your weekend and get reading.

My Parents / This Does Not Belong to You
Aleksandar Hemon

Available
Hamish Hamilton
$32.00
Memoir

From the acclaimed author of The Lazarus Project comes an
intimate portrait of immigration, family, and the heartbreaking
things that happen along the way. In My Parents, Aleksandar
Hemon tells the story of his parents’ immigration from Bosnia
to Canada—of the lives that were upended in the Siege of
Sarajevo and the new lives his parents were forced to build. In
the complementary collection of memories and observations,
This Does Not Belong to You, Hemon shares more intimate details
and cements himself as an undeniable voice in contemporary
writing.

The Red Word
Sarah Henstra

Available
ECW Press
$19.95
Fiction

The winner of the 2018 Governor General’s Literary Award
for Fiction, The Red Word is a sharp exploration of campus rape
culture and those responsible for its propagation. Following
Karen at the beginning of her sophomore year, readers are
introduced to polarizing communities in the university’s Greek
system: frathouse Gamma Beta Chi—also known as Gang Bang
Central—and Raghurst, a house of radical feminists. As Karen
navigates her way between these two camps and the very real
problems that exist on her campus, Sarah Henstra captures
the binarism of campus politics and the headlong rush of youth
toward new friends, lovers, and life-altering ideas.
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Aria

Nazanine Hozar

Available
Knopf Canada
$19.95
Fiction
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A remarkable debut praised already by the likes of literary
greats such as John Irving and Margaret Atwood, Aria is a
feminist odyssey set during the Iranian revolution—but as never
seen before. Through our orphan protagonist, we meet three
very different women who are fated to mother the lost child:
reckless and self-absorbed Zahra, wife of a kind-hearted soldier;
wealthy and compassionate Fereshteh, who welcomes Aria into
her home; and the mysterious, impoverished Mehri, whose
connection to Aria is both a blessing and a burden. It’s a heartpounding tale that also sheds light on one of the most important
events in modern history.

The Forbidden Purple City
Philip Huynh

Available
Goose Lane Editions
$22.95
Fiction, Stories

Exploring the Vietnamese diaspora with nuance and
vulnerability, Philip Huynh’s short story collection deftly
captures tensions between generations. Taking readers from
remote islands to the Lower Mainland, these nine stories
wrestle with dislocation, reinvention and identity. A young
bride bonds with a community of abalone divers. A scholarship
student develops an unlikely connection with his wealthy
classmate. A disaffected youth is recruited into a Vietnamese
gang. The Forbidden Purple City is a memorable reflection on
unexpected circumstances and reconciling with the inescapable
pull of the past.

Translated from the Gibberish
Anosh Irani

August 20, 2019
Knopf Canada
$24.95
Fiction, Stories

From bestselling, award-winning author of The Parcel and
other books comes a short story collection that explores what
it means to live in two worlds—and the impact of relocating
oneself to a different land. Translated from the Gibberish is a
collection of seven stories and one half truth that travel from
India to Canada as they delve into the relationships between
person and place. Unique and inventive, this charming
collection echoes Quill and Quire’s praise that Anosh Irani is
one of “CanLit’s most innovative chameleons.”

The Girl with the Leica
Helena Janeczek

October 18, 2019
Europa Editions
$26.95
Fiction

Based on the life of Gerda Taro, the woman who was one half
of the photographer team that went by the name of Robert
Capa, this is a deeply evocative, voice-driven historical novel
that unearths the life of this extraordinary woman in the voices
of those who loved her. Translated from the Italian by Ann
Goldstein, the translator of Elena Ferrante’s Neapolitan Novels,
The Girl with the Leica is a must-read for fans of historical
fiction.
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Peace and Good Order
Harold R. Johnson

September 24, 2019
McClelland & Stewart
$25.00
Nonfiction

Peace and Good Order is an urgent, informed, intimate
condemnation of the Canadian state and its failure to deliver
justice to Indigenous people by national bestselling author and
former Crown prosecutor Harold R. Johnson. Inspired by
the outrage and confusion following the verdicts issued in the
deaths of Indigenous young people Colten Boushie and Tina
Fontaine, Johnson makes the case against Canada for its failure
to fulfill its duty under Treaty to effectively deliver justice to
Indigenous people, worsening the situation and ensuring longterm damage to Indigenous communities.

Quarrels
Eve Joseph

Available
Anvil Press
$18.00
Poetry

Winner of the 2019 Griffin Poetry Prize, Quarrels is a collection
of poetry that reaches for something other than truth: the
marvelous. These poems are like empty coats from which
inhabitants have recently escaped, leaving behind images as
clues to their identity. The Griffin Prize judges express that, “as
distillations of life, these poems, with beauty and charm, hold
their own credibility: an omnipresent, merely-in-glimpsestangible marvelousness, miraculously fastened to the pages of a
single slender volume that will fit into most pockets and assure
magnificent company on any given journey.”

Why Indigenous Literatures Matter
Daniel Heath Justice

Available
WLU Press
$19.99
Nonfiction
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Part survey of the field of Indigenous literary studies, part
cultural history, and part literary polemic, Why Indigenous
Literatures Matter asserts the vital significance of literary
expression to the political, creative, and intellectual efforts of
Indigenous peoples today. Daniel Heath Justice, a widely
published scholar in Indigenous literary studies, challenges
readers to critically consider and rethink their assumptions
about Indigenous literature, history, and politics while never
forgetting the emotional connections of our shared humanity
and the power of story to effect personal and social change.

The Ticking Heart
Andrew Kaufman

September 10, 2019
Coach House Books
$19.95
Fiction

From the author of cult hit All My Friends are Superheroes comes
a modern fable-come-detective story that swerves through
the imaginary world of Metaphoria—a place where everything
means something else, a place reality has forgotten. There, we
meet our protagonist Charlie—trapped, and spending his time
at the Epiphany Detective Agency. As charmingly bizarre and
insightfully witty as you would expect from this celebrated
author, The Ticking Heart is a delight in the true sense of the
word.

Magnetic Equator
Kaie Kellough

Available
McClelland & Stewart
$19.95
Poetry

A deeply inventive exploration of place and language, acclaimed
sound performer and writer Kaie Kellough’s third collection
travels across time and space. Moving from the suburbs of
Calgary to the depths of the Atlantic Ocean, from Guyana to the
Amazon Rainforest, Kellough draws from his ancestry and the
natural world to forge new language. A sweeping exploration of
place and identity, Magnetic Equator finds new words to map the
intricate and varied distances we travel.

On Fire

Naomi Klein

September 17, 2019
Knopf Canada
$26.95
Nonfiction

The New York Times bestselling author of The Shock Doctrine and
This Changes Everything, Naomi Klein champions an expansive
environmental agenda. Incisive and bold, Klein’s essays explore
the political, spiritual and imaginative challenges inherent to
the climate crisis – and argue that climate action can form the
basis for a just, prosperous society. Offering an impassioned
message for our increasingly dire times, Klein’s call to action is
as potent as it is necessary.
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Soft Targets
Deborah Landau

Available
Copper Canyon Press
$23.95
Poetry

Deborah Landau’s poetry has been praised by The New Yorker,
Vogue and O Magazine, and her collection Soft Targets is another
tour de force, an undeniably modern meditation on human
vulnerability and corruption. Addressing terrorist attacks,
climate catastrophe, political tension and daily violence, Landau
demonstrates poetry’s ability to crystalize emotional truths,
as she finds beauty in turmoil and persistence in the face of
seemingly insurmountable anxiety.

Slaves to Fortune
Tom Lanoye

September 13, 2019
World Editions
$25.50
Fiction

A fascinating voice for Canadians to discover, Tom Lanoye’s
previous work, Speechless, sold more than 135,000 copies in
Holland and Belgium alone. Slaves to Fortune is a remarkable
follow up: a societal satire that tackles pressing current topics
such as the global financial crisis with scathing humour. Such
insights are shared through Two Belgian exiles, both called
Tony Hanssen, who are on the run from their former lives on
different continents. A chance meeting between the two gives
each the chance to redeem himself by betraying the other. Will
they?

Agnes, Murderess
Sarah Leavitt
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September 7, 2019
Freehand Books
$29.95
Graphic Novel

Inspired by the bloody West Coast legend of roadhouse owner,
madam and serial killer Agnes MacVee, Agnes, Murderess is a
graphic novel of eerie and spine-tingling proportions. After
an isolated childhood spent off the coast of Scotland with
her occultist grandmother, Agnes longs to leave the island
following the death of her mother. Arriving in the Cariboo
region of British Columbia by way of London, Agnes assumes
ownership of a roadhouse serving the Gold Rush Trail. This
look into the stories of immigrants wanting to escape their past,
the greed of colonialism and sex workers trying to survive is not
your average pioneer story.

The Wake

Linden MacIntyre

August 27, 2019
HarperCollins CA
$32.99
Nonfiction

On November 18, 1929, a tsunami struck Burin Peninsula,
Newfoundland. The most destructive earthquake-related event
in Newfoundland’s history, the disaster irrevocably changed the
peninsula, wiping out entire villages and displacing hundreds.
Stylish and precise, Scotiabank Giller Prize-winner Linden
MacIntyre traces the consequences of this singular, shattering
event throughout generations. Fast-paced and relentless, The
Wake is a welcome return from a master craftsman.

Hope Matters

Lee Maracle, Columpa Bobb, Tania Carter

Available
Book*hug Press
$18.00
Poetry

Throughout their youth, Columpa Bobb and Tania Carter
wrote poetry with their mother, award-winning author Lee
Maracle. The three always dreamed that one day they would
write a book together—and this book is the result. Having
received accolades from authors, media, politicians and
community leaders across the country, Hope Matters is quickly
becoming a modern classic that focuses on the journey of
Indigenous peoples from colonial beginnings to reconciliation.
One of the country’s most celebrated Indigenous authors,
Maracle and her family’s voice is a balm and a clarion call.

The Far Away Brothers
Lauren Markham

Available
Broadway Books
$22.00
Nonfiction

Named one of the best books of the year by the New York
Times Book Review among many other accolades, The Far Away
Brothers follows identical twins Ernesto and Raul Flores as they
escape El Salvador’s violence to build new lives in California. In
this urgent chronicle of contemporary immigration, journalist
Lauren Markham follows the Flores twins as they make
their way across the Rio Grande and the Texas desert, into
the hands of immigration authorities and from there to their
estranged older brother in Oakland, CA. With intimate access
and breathtaking range, Markham offers an unforgettable
testament to the migrant experience.
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Coconut Dreams
Derek Mascarenhas

Available
Book*hug Press
$20.00
Fiction, Stories

Through seventeen linked stories that have been heralded
in media across Canada, debut author Derek Mascarenhas
shares the lives of the Pinto family in Coconut Dreams, a fresh
look at the world of the new immigrant and the South Asian
experience in Canada. Beginning with a ghost story set in Goa,
India in the 1950s, the collection moves to the perspective of
Aiden and Ally Pinto, two adolescents and first generation
Canadians. These siblings tackle their adventures in a
predominantly white suburb with innocence, intelligence and a
foot in two distinct cultures.

Crow Winter
Karen McBride

September 17, 2019
HarperCollins CA
$22.99
Fiction

After losing her father, Hazel decides to move home to Spirit
Bear Point First Nation to work through her grief. When she
begins dreaming of an old crow, Hazel learns that there is more
at play than her own sadness. To save her home and her family,
she must unravel a mystery that crosses the boundaries between
this world and the next. The debut novel from Algonquin
Anishinaabe writer Karen McBride, Crow Winter is a story of
spirit, love and magic that will stick with you long after the last
page.

An Earthling’s Guide to Outer Space
Bob McDonald
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October 22, 2019
Simon & Schuster CA
$29.99
Nonfiction

CBC Quirks and Quarks host and charming science commentator
Bob McDonald is once again expanding the universe for us to
explore. How big is our galaxy? Is there life on distant planets?
Are we really made of stardust? And where do stars even come
from? Answering some of our biggest questions about life as we
know it, An Earthling’s Guide to Outer Space is written with clarity
and enthusiasm, and is rich with wisdom sure to satisfy curious
minds of all ages.

The Wagers
Sean Michaels

September 24, 2019
Random House Canada
$26.95
Fiction

The Scotiabank Giller Prize-winning author of Us, Conductors,
Sean Michaels, is back with his anticipated second novel, The
Wagers, a story of long odds, magical heists and the dizzying
gamble of life. Theo Potiris has been dreaming of his big break
in comedy for over 15 years from the aisles of the grocery
store where he works. Bolstered by people in his life struck by
seemingly random acts of luck, Theo decides to trade in his
wishes for a bigger score. The Wagers will have you wondering
about the randomness of good fortune and all the ways we
choose to wage our lives.

The Stolen Bicycle
Wu Ming-Yi

Available
Consortium Books
$23.95
Fiction

Longlisted for the Man Booker International Prize, The Stolen
Bicycle is another example of Wu Ming-Yi’s vivid observations
and insatiable depth of thinking—qualities that have positioned
him as the leading writer of his generation in Taiwan, and
inspired comparisons to distinguished writers like Haruki
Murakami and David Mitchell. This epic novel follows a writer
who, while searching for his bike, soon becomes immersed in
strangely overlapping histories of the Japanese military during
World War II, Lin Wang (the oldest elephant who ever lived),
and the secret world of antique bicycle collectors in Taiwan.

Too Dumb for Democracy?
David Moscrop

Available
Goose Lane Editions
$22.95
Nonfiction

In an era overshadowed by income inequality, environmental
catastrophes, terrorism at home and abroad, and the decline of
democracy, beloved political commentator David Moscrop
argues that the political decision-making process has never
been more important. In fact, our survival may depend on it.
Highly readable, nuanced and original, Too Dumb for Democracy?
not only examines our current political systems but offers
tangible ideas for greater empowerment and education during a
precarious time.
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Picking Up the Pieces

Carey Newman and Kirstie Hudson

September 10, 2019
Orca Books
$39.95
Nonfiction

Inspired by the fragments of culture, language and pride left
behind in the wake of Residential Schools, multidisciplinary
artist and master carver Carey Newman set out to create
a living piece of art, compiled of physical broken pieces that
would bear eternal witness to the atrocities committed against
Indigenous people in Canada. Picking Up the Pieces tells the
story of the making of the Witness Blanket from conception
to completion and takes readers on the journey of its creation
and calls on readers of all ages to bear witness to the residential
school experience.

The Silence of the Spirits
Wilfried N’Sondé

Available
Indiana University Press
$17.00
Fiction

What are the limits of empathy and forgiveness? In The Silence
of the Spirits, Clovis and Christelle, meet unexpectedly while
on a train heading to the outskirts of Paris. Though they come
from radically different backgrounds, these two young people
engage in deep trust as they share their stories and dark pasts
with one another. In this brave novel, Wilfried N’Sondé
confronts French attitudes toward immigrants, pushes moral
imagination to its limits, and constructs a world where the past
must be confronted in order to map the future.

An Orchestra of Minorities
Chigozie Obioma
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Available
Hachette Book Group CA
$22.99
Fiction

Spanning continents, traversing the earth and cosmic spaces,
and told by a narrator who has lived for hundreds of years,
Man Booker Finalist Chigozie Obioma’s latest work offers
a contemporary take on Homer’s Odyssey. The story of an
impoverished poultry farmer who sacrifices all for the woman
he loves, it has received adulation from the world’s literary
media, heralded as “a historical treasure” by the Boston Globe and
“gorgeously written, with a twist of magical realism and a heavy
dose of sad reality” by the Washington Post. This is a must-read
title in international fiction.

Dual Citizens
Alix Ohlin

Available
House of Anansi
$22.95
Fiction

Scotiabank Giller Prize and Rogers Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize
finalist Alix Ohlin is a masterful storyteller, nowhere better
demonstrated than in her latest, gripping novel. Dual Citizens is
a joint coming-of-age story and an achingly poignant portrait
of the strange, painful, ultimately life-sustaining bond between
sisters—opposites in talents and life experience. Described by
reviewers as luminous, stylish, touching and riveting, it is a
work destined for further accolades and to be shared with loved
ones.

Hello I Want to Die Please Fix Me
Anna Mehler Paperny

August 6, 2019
Random House Canada
$26.95
Nonfiction

As unflinchingly honest and searingly insightful as the title
suggests, Anna Mehler Paperny’s incredible memoir
documents her first-hand experience of depression, her quest to
explore what we don’t know about the disease and a probe into
systemic problems in Canada’s mental health support—all with
the tenacity and precision of an award-winning investigative
journalist. Above all, this is a profoundly compelling story about
the human spirit and the myriad ways we treat (and fail to treat)
a disease that one in five Canadians experiences.

I Become a Delight to My Enemies
Sara Peters

Available
Strange Light
$21.00
Fiction

A gut-wrenching meditation on the violence and shame
inflicted on women’s bodies and minds, I Become a Delight to
My Enemies is a powerful work of experimental fiction that
both shocks and moves with exquisite precision. Sara Peters
employs many different voices and forms to tell the stories
of the women who live in The Town and uncovers their
experiences of fear, cruelty and transcendence. Through highly
detailed imagery and powerful short poetry and prose, the
lives of these women become real and force readers to face the
sharp reality of abuse against women and how it impacts their
growth.
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Attraction
Ruby Porter

Available
Text Publishing
$29.99
Fiction

Winner of the New Zealand Michael Gifkins Prize, Attraction
delves into the complicated reality of connection, belonging and
post-colonial relationships through the story of three woman
on a road trip. Our narrator doesn’t know where she stands
with Ilana, her not-quite girlfriend. What’s more, she has a
complex history with her best friend, Ashi, and is haunted by
the memory of her emotionally abusive ex-boyfriend. As the
three navigate the motorways of the North Island, they reckon
with their relationships and colonial history. A clever debut
novel with relevance for Canadian readers.

Lampedusa
Steven Price

August 27, 2019
McClelland & Stewart
$32.00
Fiction

This achingly-beautiful novel is the latest work from the
Scotiabank Giller Prize finalist and bestselling author of By
Gaslight, Steven Price. Both elegant and emotional, Lampedusa
is reminiscent of classics such as The Master and The Hours. Set
in 1950s Sicily,Tomasi, the last prince of the region, struggles
to complete his novel. Inhabiting the heart and mind of a man
grappling with the end of his life—and the legacy that may
follow—Lampedusa is an ode to the transformative power of art.

The Farm
Joanne Ramos
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Available
Doubleday Canada
$24.95
Fiction

Jane, an immigrant and struggling single mother, is thrilled
when she’s selected for The Farm. For nine months, she’ll be
paid lucratively to eat organic meals, receive personal training,
and be endlessly pampered. In exchange, all Jane has to do
is produce a perfect child for The Farm’s wealthy clientele.
It should be paradise, but Jane soon becomes desperate to
reconnect with the outside world—something she can’t do
without losing everything she’s sacrificed to gain. Joanne
Ramos’s suspenseful debut is a timely and engrossing
interrogation of motherhood, class and the lengths we will go
for love.

Frying Plantain
Zalika Reid-Benta

Available
House of Anansi
$19.95
Fiction

“I Saw Three Ships is a fantasy with a great sense of fun...Wonderful and unusual...
A funny and moving work that focuses on devotion and longing.” —Uptown.

BILL RICHARDSON
I Saw Three Ships

WEST END STORIES

September 15, 2019
Talonbooks
$16.95
Fiction, Stories

George Elliott-Clarke has called Zalika Reid-Benta “a writer
to watch” and judging by this literary debut from the author,
we should listen. Kara Davis is a girl caught in the middle—of
her Canadian nationality and her desire to be a “true” Jamaican,
of her mother and grandmother’s rages and life lessons, of
having to avoid being thought of as too “faas” or too “quiet” or
too “bold” or too “soft.” A rich and unforgettable portrait of
growing up between worlds, Frying Plantain artfully depicts the
tensions between mothers and daughters, second-generation
Canadians and first-generation cultural expectations, and Black
identity and a predominately white society.

I Saw Three Ships
Bill Richardson

One of Canada’s most appreciated personalities—and a Festival
favourite—Bill Richardson illuminates the delights of the
West End through these short stories set in the neighbourhood
during the festive season. Belly-achingly funny, each story gives
shelter to characters whose experiences of transcendence leave
them more alienated than consoled—from Rosellen meeting
her favourite ghost, to Bonnie writing to Peter Gzowski, to
Leonard who ends up walking through the snow in a wedding
gown. Twisted, tender and perfect for anyone who has complex
feelings around the chilly season.

Your Life is Mine

Nathan Ripley / Naben Ruthnum

Available
Simon & Schuster CA
$22.00
Fiction, Thriller

Blanche, the daughter of a now-deceased, notorious killer
and cult leader, has spent her life distancing herself from the
darkness in her family’s past. When her mother is murdered
and the details are not adding up, Blanche believes her father’s
cult is back and her mother’s death is just the beginning. Your
Life is Mine, the newest thriller from the bestselling author of
Find You in the Dark, Naben Ruthnum (writing as Nathan
Ripley), is an enticing page-turner that investigates the
haunting darkness of familial legacy.
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Little Fortress
Laisha Rosnau

October 8, 2019
Wolsak & Wynn
$20.00
Fiction

Winner of a 2019 BC Book Award, genre-defying writer
Laisha Rosnau shares a captivating, intricate novel based
on the true story of the Caetanis: Italian nobility who were
driven out of their home by the rise in fascism and chose exile
in Vernon, BC. Little Fortress is a story of a shifting world, the
death of an era and the intricacies of the lives of women caught
up in these grand changes. It is a story of friendship, class,
betrayal and love—one that, as with all great novels, is both
deeply relatable and magical at once.

The Youth of God
Hassan Ghedi Santur

In Toronto’s Somali neighbourhood, Nuur, a sensitive and
academically gifted seventeen-year-old boy negotiates perilously
between the calling of his faith and his intellectual ambitions.
Trying to influence him are a radical Muslim imam and a bookloving, dedicated teacher who shares his background. In The
Youth of God, Hassan Ghedi Santur explores the struggle for
the soul of Islam in modern times.
Available
Mawenzi House
$20.95
Fiction

Bina

Anakana Schofield
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Available
Knopf Canada
$29.95
Fiction

Award-winning novelist Anakana Schofield is one of
the most original writers to grace Canadian publishing,
as acknowledged by the myriad “best book” reviews and
multiple award wins or shortlists since she first published in
2012. The author of Malarky and Martin John, shares another
unforgettable, astonishingly conceived work: Bina. This “novel
in warnings” shares the voice of an ordinary-extraordinary
woman who has simply had enough. Through the character of
Bina, who writes her story on the backs of discarded envelopes,
we listen in on a woman’s musings on a complex moral
universe.

This One Looks Like A Boy
Lorimer Shenher

Available
Greystone Books
$32.95
Memoir

Since he was a small child, Lorimer Shenher knew something
for certain: he was a boy. The problem was, he was growing
up in a girl’s body. The acclaimed author of That Lonely Section
of Hell, public speaker and former detective, Shenher offers
“finely observed detail and spare, unadorned prose”… answering
“many common questions about trans men’s experiences with
unflinching honesty,” as lauded by Quill and Quire. Warm, open
and uplifting, This One Looks Like A Boy is an important story—
ultimately of acceptance and relief.

Things No One Else Can Teach Us
Kanwer Singh aka Humble the Poet

October 15, 2019
HarperCollins CA
$21.99
Nonfiction Essays

Spoken word poet, rapper, bestselling author and Youtube
sensation Humble the Poet returns with an empowering and
unorthodox book. Arguing that our most painful experiences
can be our most powerful opportunities for growth, Things No
One Else Can Teach Us is a guide for confronting negativity – and
turning it into success. Candid and brave, Humble the Poet
complements his lessons with moving stories from his own
life, including confronting racial prejudice and facing nearbankruptcy, resulting in a book as grounded as it is inspiring.

26 Knots
Bindu Suresh

Available
Invisible Publishing
$19.95
Fiction

Grand in scope, spare in execution, and lush in language, Bindu
Suresh’s 26 Knots is a fable-like tale of love, obsession, and
everything in between. Araceli and Adrien are two journalists
who meet while covering a fire. From that moment, she is
unable to forget him. Adrien then falls in love with Pénélope,
who, in turn, is torn between him and Gabriel. Gabriel
reciprocates her love, but is too tormented by his past, and
by the search for his lost father, to be much of a husband or
father himself. Centred in Montreal and spiralling out into
Ontario as Gabriel searches for the father he never knew, this
series of interlocking love stories deftly reveal the devastating
consequences of betrayal and commitment, of grief and hope.
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Seven Fallen Feathers
Tanya Talaga—2019 Guest Curator

Available
House of Anansi
$22.95
Nonfiction

Tanya Talaga is transforming our understanding of the
human rights violations perpetrated against Indigenous people
in modern-day Canada. Seven Fallen Feathers, a study of the
lives of the seven high school students who died in Thunder
Bay, Ontario, was the winner of the RBC Taylor Prize, the
Shaughnessy Cohen Prize for Political Writing; a finalist for
the Hilary Weston Writers’ Trust Nonfiction Prize and the BC
National Award for Nonfiction; CBC’s Nonfiction Book of the
Year, a Globe and Mail Top 100 Book, and a national bestseller.
All Our Relations: Finding The Path Forward continues this
urgent, essential conversation.

Cluster

Souvankham Thammavongsa

Available
McClelland & Stewart
$19.95
Poetry

Praised as “one of the most striking voices to emerge
in Canadian poetry in a generation” by The Walrus,
SouvankhamThammavongsa’s fourth collection is as
ambitious as it is eye-opening. Playing boldly with silence and
lyrical density, Cluster explores meaning itself. Be it accidental
or fiercely intended, immediately understood or years in the
making, quietly mundane or earthshaking and profound,
Thammavongsa cracks open this expansive topic and cuts to the
quick of how and why we locate what matters.

From the Ashes
Jesse Thistle
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August 6, 2019
Simon & Schuster CA
$24.99
Memoir

This extraordinary memoir is one of hope and resilience,
sharing the life of a Métis-Cree man who refused to give
up. Jesse Thistle went from high-school dropout to rising
Indigenous scholar and, in From The Ashes, he chronicles that
journey—from being in foster-care, cut off from all he knew, to
the self-destructive cycle of drugs and petty crime that kept him
on the streets for more than a decade. These painful experiences
are matched by the moving depiction of how he found his
way back into the circle of his Indigenous culture and family
through education.

Five Wives
Joan Thomas

September 3, 2019
HarperCollins CA
$24.99
Fiction

In 1956, a group of Christian missionary families travelled
to the rainforests of Ecuador, intending to convert Waorani,
a secluded indigenous people. However, all five men were
quickly killed, leaving their wives and children to continue the
mission alone. In Five Wives, acclaimed author Joan Thomas
fictionalizes what happened to the women left behind, offering
an exploration of grief, evangelism and doubt that is both
riveting and richly affecting.

So You’re A Little Sad, So What?
Alicia Tobin

October 1, 2019
Arsenal Pulp Press
$17.95
Nonfiction Essays

One of the biggest names in contemporary comedy with fans
including Paul F. Tompkins and Rob Delaney, Alicia Tobin
knows the “just right” combination of vulnerability and hilarity.
The host of Retail Nightmares takes readers into the fascinating,
messy intersection of funny and sad. Tackling topics ranging
from advice on how to be depressed at Christmas to traumatic
memories of Velcro shoes, new crushes to old breakups, Tobin
offers a convincing addition to the genre of personal essays.

Rue des Rosiers
Rhea Tregebov

Available
Coteau Books
$24.95
Fiction

From the award-winning author of The Knife Sharpener’s Bell
comes the story of young Canadian woman’s tumultuous search
for her own identity. Sarah, feeling directionless following being
let go from her job, decides to jump at a chance to stay in Paris
that she hopes will give her new purpose. When she comes
face-to-face with anti-Semitic graffiti at her local Metro station,
shadows from her childhood are brought to the forefront. Rhea
Tregebov creates a tightly woven and compelling narrative in
Rue des Rosiers.
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The Art of Leaving
Ayelet Tsabari

Available
HarperCollins CA
$32.99
Memoir

In this unforgettable memoir, acclaimed writer Ayelet Tsabari
paints an intimate portrait of displacement and grief. Shaken
by the loss of her father, exiled from her Yemeni family and
disconnected from her Mizrahi identity, Tsabari traveled the
world, unable to settle. It was only by discovering an untold
family history that that Tsabari was able to reconcile these
complex and competing identities and move beyond her painful
past. Frank and unflinching, The Art of Leaving takes readers on
a powerful search for belonging.

Moccasin Square Gardens
Richard Van Camp

Available
Douglas & McIntrye
$19.95
Fiction, Stories

A beloved, acclaimed and undeniably hilarious storyteller,
Richard Van Camp’s latest collection is an electric exploration
of modern life in the Denendeh, the land of the people north of
the sixtieth parallel. Filled with vibrant characters—shamans,
time-travelling goddesses, con artists, archivists, and even
human-devouring Wheetagos—Moccasin Square Gardens is
an eccentric rendering of small-town, Northern life, where
humour is more than abundant, it’s healing.

And How Are You, Dr. Sacks?
Lawrence Weschler

30

August 13, 2019
Raincoast Books
$38.00
Memoir

The author Lawrence Weschler began spending time with
Oliver Sacks in the early 1980s, when he set out to profile the
neurologist for his own new employer, The New Yorker. Almost
a decade earlier, Dr. Sacks had published his masterpiece
Awakenings—the account of his long-dormant patients’
miraculous but troubling return to life in a Bronx hospital
ward. Over the ensuing four years, the two men worked closely
together until Sacks asked Weschler to abandon the profile.
The two remained close friends, however, across the next thirty
years and then, just as Sacks was dying, he urged Weschler to
take up the project once again. This book is the result of that
entreaty.

A Deceptive Devotion
Iona Whishaw

Available
Touchwood Editions
$16.95
Fiction, Mystery

A riveting and twisting mystery, the latest installment of the
much-praised Lane Winslow series sees the titular detective’s
impending wedding thrown into jeopardy as her past life as a
British Intelligence Officer resurfaces. A Countess’ search for
her long lost brother, a grisly murder and a defecting Russian
spy plunge the eccentric town of King’s Cove into a web of
double agents and intrigue—this one will keep readers guessing
from start to finish.

Older Sister. Not Necessarily Related.
Jenny Heijun Wills

September 17, 2019
McClelland & Stewart
$29.95
Memoir

Adopted by a white family as an infant, Jenny Heijun Wills is
reunited with her Korean birth family in her twenties, spending
four months in Seoul to reconnect with her biological relatives.
Instead of finding belonging, her initial relationships were
challenging, as Wills struggled to overcome cultural divides
and lingering trauma. In this visceral and intimate memoir,
she explores that initial meeting—and the unexpected ways her
biological family learned to come together in the ten years that
followed.

The Bird King
G. Willow Wilson

Available
Publishers Group CA
$38.95
Fiction, Fantasy

From the author of the acclaimed Alif the Unseen comes an
engrossing epic set at the height of the Spanish inquisition. A
royal concubine develops an unlikely friendship with a magical
mapmaker, bonding through their shared love of storytelling.
But the arrival of Inquisitors force the pair to flee for their
lives and risk everything in pursuit of the fabled island of The
Bird King. Beautifully written and breathtaking in scope and
imagination, The Bird King charts the winding borders between
love, power, faith and freedom.
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Dear Scarlet
Teresa Wong

Available
Arsenal Pulp Press
$19.95
Graphic Novel
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In this intimate and moving graphic memoir, Teresa Wong
writes and illustrates the story of her struggle with postpartum
depression in the form of a letter to her daughter Scarlet. Equal
parts heartbreaking and funny, Dear Scarlet perfectly captures
the quiet desperation of those suffering from PPD and the
profound feelings of inadequacy and loss. As Teresa grapples
with her fears and anxieties and grasps at potential remedies,
coping mechanisms, and her mother’s Chinese elixirs, we come
to understand one woman’s battle against the cruel dynamics of
postpartum depression.
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The Mostly True Story of
Pudding Tat, Adventuring Cat
Caroline Adderson

Available
Groundwood Books
$16.95
Grades 3-6

Born on Willoughby Farm in 1901, Pudding Tat seems to be
just another one of Mother Tat’s kittens. But—nearly blind and
with curiously acute hearing—Pudding is anything but ordinary.
When he discovers that a flea has taken up residency in his fur,
the young cat decides to leave home in search of adventure. A
story of bravery and friendship, this charming tale will enchant
young ones as they follow the journey of a cat and his flea friend
that takes them around the world and back again.

Unicorns 101
Cale Atkinson

Have you always wondered what a unicorn’s horn is made of?
What about makes them sparkle? Look no further than picture
book Unicorns 101. For the first time in history, the world’s top
unicorn scientists come together to answer the most pressing
questions about these magical creatures. From the author of
the bestselling Sir Simon: Super Scarer comes an imaginative,
comprehensive exploration sure to excite and enchant kids.
September 3, 2019
Tundra Books
$21.99
Grades K-3

The Candle and the Flame
Nafiza Azad

Available
Scholastic Canada
$24.99
Grades 8-12

The Candle and the Flame tells the story of Fatima, a messenger
in Noor, a city in a country ruled equally by Ifrit djinn and a
human king. When Fatima’s mentor, an ifrit called Firdaus,
is killed in front of her, Fatima’s djinn fire awakens and she
inherits a power that places her in the middle of a simmering
war. This debut novel from the Vancouver Writers Fest’s
former Education Coordinator, Nafiza Azad, is an immersive
coming-of-age tale filled with extraordinary magic, fiery
romance and the quest for harmony in a city of a thousand
cultures.
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Kings, Queens and In-Betweens
Tanya Boteju

Available
Simon & Schuster CA
$23.99
Grades 8+

Nima Kumara-Clark is a biracial teenager from a small town
with feelings for her straight best friend. She’s intelligent, selfconscious and reserved, but when she meets Miss Dee Dee La
Bouche, a stunning drag queen at a carnival, her life changes for
the better. Dee Dee shares how drag can be a vehicle for selfexpression. This is a witty, coming-of-age tale, populated with
an array of queer and questioning characters that represent the
non-binary world of today.

Redpatch

Raes Calvert and Sean Harris Oliver

Available
Talonbooks
$19.95
Grades 8-12

Private Jonathan Woodrow is a young Indigenous soldier
fighting on the Western Front during World War I. Thanks to
his experience in hunting and wilderness survival, he quickly
becomes one of the 1st Canadian Division’s most feared trench
raiders. But as the war and the fighting stretch on with no end
in sight, Woodrow begins to realize that he will never go home
again. This stunning play and graphic novel by Raes Calvert
and Sean Harris Oliver sheds overdue light on the Indigenous
contribution to Canada’s Great War effort.

Nevers

Sara Cassidy
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September 3, 2019
Orca Books
$10.95
Grades 4-7

Nevers is a middle-grade book about fourteen-year-old
Odette living in 18th century France, who draws on her
resourcefulness and wit to survive yet another adventure with
her mother Annaline. Stowaways on a cheese cart, Odette and
Annaline end up in Nevers, peopled with eccentric characters.
This is a humorous, historical fiction novel that follows Odette
as she finds a friend, becomes a midwife’s assistant, and feels
like she has finally found a place she can call home.

Break in Case of Emergency
Brian Francis

September 10, 2019
HarperCollins Canada
$22.99
Grades 8+

Brian Francis, whose novel Fruit was a finalist for Canada
Reads, writes his first Young Adult novel, Break in Case of
Emergency. Toby Goodman does not live a normal teenage
life. Her mother died by suicide five years ago and her father,
who abandoned the family even before she was born, has now
returned as a gay man. In this turbulent time, Toby finds refuge
in her loving circle of friends and learns that family is what you
make of people that are there for you when you need them.

We Contain Multitudes
Sarah Henstra

Available
Penguin Teen
$22.99
Grades 9+

Told through a series of letters, We Contain Multitudes is
the exhilarating and emotional love story of Adam “Kurl”
Kurlansky and Jonathan Hopkirk, two teenage boys who are
thrown together by an English class assignment. Though they
are an unlikely pair—an ex-high school football player and
a flamboyant Walt Whitman wannabe—their connection is
undeniable. As they navigate their new relationship and come
up against homophobia, bullying and familial abuse, they
struggle to overcome their challenges and hold onto not only
their relationship but also each other.

Awâsis and the WorldFamous Bannock
Dallas Hunt

Available
Portage & Main Press
$19.95
Grades K-2

When young Awâsis accidentally loses her Kôhkum’s freshly
baked world-famous bannock, she goes on an adventure and
enlists the help of her other-than-human relatives to find the
delicious treat. A tale of friendship, family and language, Awâsis
and the World-Famous Bannock is an informative and enchanting
picture book from Wapisewsipi writer Dallas Hunt. Featuring
words in Cree, this book also includes a pronunciation guide
and recipe for Kôhkum’s world-famous bannock.
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The Grizzly Mother and
The Sockeye Mother
Brett Huson

September 1, 2019
Highwater Press
$23.00
Grades 3-7

Explore the Skeena River in Brett Huson’s richly illustrated
picture books. Following the salmon’s lifecycle, The Sockeye
Mother teaches the important role the fish plays in every
aspect of their ecosystem. In The Grizzly Mother, a female
grizzly bear teaches her cubs lessons of survival, illuminating
the connections between humans, animals and the earth. An
introduction to scientific terminology, Gitxsan language and
pronunciation and traditional Gitxsan imagery, Huson’s series is
a vibrant introduction to the world around us.

The Case of Windy Lake
Michael Hutchinson

Available
Second Story Press
$10.95
Grades 4-7

Sam, Otter, Atim and Chickadee are four inseparable cousins
growing up on the Windy Lake First Nation. Nicknamed the
Mighty Muskrats for their habit of laughing, fighting and
exploring together, the cousins find that each new adventure
adds to their reputation. When a visiting archaeologist
goes missing, the cousins decide to solve the mystery of his
disappearance. The first in The Mighty Muskrat Mystery Series,
The Case of Windy Lake is a thrilling tale of friendship, family
and the power of young people.

Those Who Dwell Below
Aviaq Johnston
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Available
Inhabit Media
$13.95
Grades 8-10

In this vivid novel that draws inspiration from Indigenous
mythology, a young boy named Pitu must save a village from
starvation by defeating a vengeful spirit who lives at the bottom
of the ocean. But this is not the first time Pitu has encountered
other-worldly beings. In fact, he has just returned from the
spirit-world and is learning to embrace his destiny as a shaman.
Those Who Dwell Below is the journey of a boy coming into his
own as he confronts danger with courage and determination.

The Love and Lies of Rukhsana Ali
Sabina Khan

Available
Scholastic Canada
$22.99
Grades 9+

Seventeen-year-old Rukhsana Ali’s life straddles two worlds:
her conservative Muslim home and the liberal community
outside—which includes her girlfriend Ariana. When
Rukhsana’s parents learn that their daughter is a lesbian, they
whisk her off to Bangladesh for an arranged marriage. All hope
seems lost and yet Rukhsana finds love and courage from the
people she least expects. This is an uplifting and timely YA
novel that shows us that one’s culture and self-identity need not
always be at odds.

Mya’s Strategy to Save the World
Tanya Lloyd Kyi

Available
Puffin Canada
$18.99
Grades 4-7

Mya Parsons is an earnest pre-teen whose sights are set on a
career with the United Nations and winning the Nobel Peace
Prize. There’s just one problem: Mya doesn’t have a cell phone,
which of course means that any dreams of world domination
are nigh impossible! Mya’s Strategy to Save the World is a
hilarious and heartwarming book about a girl who contends
with the seemingly-insurmountable obstacles in her present
while working towards ambitious plans for the future.

Meet Elsie MacGill
Elizabeth MacLeod

Available
Scholastic Canada
$16.99
Grades 1-5

Elsie MacGill was the world’s first female aeronautical engineer.
This book follows her life, from first woman graduate of the
University of Toronto’s electrical engineering program to
earning her Masters in aeronautical engineering. Written with
simple text and colorful illustrations, this book is part of the
Scholastic Canada Biographies series (which also includes the
titles Meet Chris Hadfield and Meet Viola Desmond) and is the
first of its kind about the incredible female Canadian visionary
written specially for younger readers.
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Be My Love
Kit Pearson

Available
HarperCollins CA
$14.99
Grades 6+

From one of Canada’s most beloved and acclaimed children’s
authors, Kit Pearson, comes a story of one summer that will
change everything. For as long as she can remember, Maisie has
spent her summers on Kingfisher Island. She and her beloved
cousin Una run wild, and Maisie feels the warm embrace of her
big, extended family. But when she arrives and finds that Una
has matured into a young woman with no time for childish
games, Maisie must discover her internal strength and be at
peace with not only her friend, but also with herself.

Beastly Puzzles

Rachel Poliquin

Available
Kids Can Press
$18.99
Grades 2-5

What animal is comprised of dinosaur feet and five feather
dusters? Beastly Puzzles encourages young readers to think
creatively, in order to deduce the identity of mystery animals
from outlandish clues, including items in a spy’s submarine
and a gentleman’s den. Filled with mind-boggling puzzles,
fascinating facts and lively illustrations, Beastly Puzzles is a
playful introduction to inquiry-based learning and life science
that will delight any young learner.

Surviving the City
Tasha Spillett
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Available
Highwater Press
$18.95
Grades 8-12

Miikwan is Anishinaabe, Dez is Inninew and together these two
best friends navigate the challenges of growing up in an urban
landscape. When tragedy strikes Dez’s family, she runs away out
of fear of being placed in a group home, and leaving Miikwan to
relive loss in her own past. The first volume in Tasha Spillett’s
The Debwe Series, Surviving the City is a powerful graphic novel
that celebrates resilience, cultural resurgence and the power of
friendship.

Fairy Science
Ashley Spires

September 10, 2019
Tundra Books
$21.99
Grades K-3

In this charming picture book, award-winning author Ashley
Spires shares the touching, hilarious story of Esther, a fairy
who believes in science instead of magic. Armed with the
scientific method, Esther experiments to save a dying tree—and
convince her fellow fairies that science is real. Spires’ vibrant
picture book introduces young readers to the wonders of
curiosity and systematic questioning.

Mr. Wolf’s Class
Aron Nels Steinke

Available
Scholastic Canada
$10.99
Grades 2-5

Eisner Award-winning author Aron Nels Steinke’s graphic
novel series Mr. Wolf’s Class draws from Steinke’s own
experience as a fifth-grade teacher. Mr. Wolf starts teaching
a fourth grade class, but has to contend with a colorful mix of
quirky and curious students: some whom want everyone to
be quiet and some who will do anything to disrupt the quiet.
Beautifully illustrated, Mr. Wolf’s Class is the first in a series of
books that explore the fun and madness of elementary school.

Laura Dean Keeps Breaking
Up With Me
Mariko Tamaki

Available
Groundwood Books
$19.95
Grades 9+

Confident, funny and popular, Laura Dean is Freddy Riley’s
dream girl… but that doesn’t mean she’s the best girlfriend. As
their constant on-again, off-again relationship spirals out of
control, Freddy is forced to reconsider the differences between
what she wants and what she needs. Mariko Tamaki, author
of This One Summer, and illustrator Rosemary ValeroO’Connell team up for a nuanced and open-hearted exploration
of a toxic relationship and finding the strength to end one.
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Great Job, Mom! and
Great Job, Dad!
Holman Wang

Available
Tundra Books
$19.99
Grades K-3
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From the co-creator of Cozy Classics and Star Wars Epic
Yarns comes the needle-felted celebration of all the many jobs
that parents do. Great Job, Mom! and Great Job, Dad! explore
how parents are modern art curators (of finger paintings),
archeologists uncovering buried treasure (or lost socks) or
architects designing buildings (or pillow forts). Going beyond
the stereotypical roles that are often associated with moms or
dads, Holman Wang has created charming love letters to both
parents and children of all backgrounds.

Youth Education
Programming
The Festival offers K–12 students opportunities to interact
and learn from celebrated writers from across the globe.
Our programming includes:
— 30+ weekday Festival events featuring presentations
and discussions with children’s and young adult authors,
programmed in line with BC curriculum goals.
— Writers in the Classroom: 20 classroom-based events
where writers visit schools and non-traditional learning
spaces across the Lower Mainland.
— Youth Writing Contest: A story and poetry writing
contest for K–12 students in BC with a cash prize and
publication.
If you are a teacher or educator interested in booking an
author visit to your school, or finding out more about our
education programs, please contact:
Leena Desai, Outreach Coordinator
ldesai@writersfest.bc.ca
778.658.0451
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Exceptional Books & Ideas
in 80+ Events
October 21 – 27, 2019
The Vancouver Writers Fest’s flagship Festival welcomes
local and international writers to stages on and around
Granville Island for a week of literary events and immersive
conversations for all ages.
Discover the carefully curated collection of books at the centre
of these events in our 2019 Reading List.
The program guide will be available online and in print
in late August.
Tickets on Sale
Monday, September 9: For Members
Wednesday, September 11: For School Groups
Monday, September 16: For Everyone

Visit writersfest.bc.ca for book recommendations,
event previews, tickets and more.

